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BY  THE  SENATE. 

Jani/art  29,  1858. 
R«ad  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  ordor, 

C.  HARWOOD.  SecreUry. 


REPORT 


OF   THB 


BOARD  OF  STATE  COLONIZATION  MANA- 
GERS. 


R  E  ?  O  R  T 


To  THE  Honorable, 

The  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  : 

The  Board  of  State  Colonization  Managers  liavc  the  honor 
to  bubmit  the  following  report  of  their  proceedings,  since  tho 
date  of  their  last  report  of  January  1st,  1856  : 

In  that  report  the  Board  referred  to  the  course  of  policy 
which  thoyhavefor  many  years  past  pursued,  of  combining  their 
operations  with  those  of  the  Maryland  State  Colonization 
Society,  of  which  the  original  act  of  1831,  chap.  281,  under 
which  they  were  appointed,  requires  the  State  Board  to  be 
members.  That  policy,  when  first  adopted,  and  their  rea- 
sons for  it,  were  fully  laid  before  the  Legislature  in  former 
reports,  and  have  since  been  referred  to  in  every  subsequent 
report  of  this  Board,  and  received  the  most  emphatic  sanc- 
tion of  the  State,  in  its  renewal  by  the  act  of  1852,  chapter 
202,  of  the  annual  appropriation  for  colonization,  and  the 
continuance  in  office,  under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  State  Managers.  The  Board, 
therefore,  deem  it  unnecessary,  on  this  occasion,  to  repeat  be- 
fore your  honorable  body,  what  has  been  so  often  and  so 
fully  laid  before  it.  They  would  simply  remark,  that  from 
the  year  1838,  inclusive,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1857,  all 
8hi])ment  of  emigrants  have  beou  made,  and  all  the  requi- 
site arrangements  for  their  reception  and  establishment  in 
Africa,  have  been  eftected  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Maryland  State  Colonization  Society,  another  creature  of  the 
State;  of  which  Society  the  State  Managers  are  officers,  and 
of  which  no  single  measure  of  any  consequence  has  been 
taken  without  our  sanction.  Should  fuller  information  on 
this  head  be  desired,  we  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  refer  to 
the  former  reports  of  this  Board,  and  of  the  Maryland  State 
Colonization  Society,  and  to  the  reports  of  the  various  Com- 
mittees of  the  Legislative  body  to  whom  the  subject  has,  from 
time  to  time,  been  referred.     Or,   the  Board  of  State  Maua- 


gers  will,  -vrith  great  pleasure,  give  any  further  explana- 
tions, in  anv  manner  that  may  he  deemed  more  aj)propriate. 
In  the  report' of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Maryland 
State  Society,  which  will  he  laid  hefore  your  honorahle  body, 
will  he  found  a  succinct  account  of  what  has  transpired 
during  the  last  two  years,  and  since  the  date  of  our  last  re- 
port, in  reference  to  the  subject  of  Colonization  in  Maryland, 
and  to  the  history  and  progress  of  Maryland  in  Liberia,  the 
Maryland  establishment  in  Africa. 

The  act  of  1852,  chap.  202,  having  now  expired  by  its 
own  limitation,  the  future  policy  of  the  State  in  reference  to 
Colonization,  is  now  to  l>e  indicated  by  your  honorable  body. 
The  State  has  now  prepared  an  asylum  to  which  her  free 
colored  population  may  resort ;  but  many  of  these  are  of  a 
class  unable  to  realize  from  their  own  resources,  the  means 
of  transporting  themselves  to  a  foreign  clime.  The  State 
has  always  extended  her  helping  hand  to  this  description  of 
people,  whose  separation  from  us  seemed  to  be  called  for,'  not 
less  by  the  interest  of  the  citizens  of  the  State,  than  by  their 
own  welfare.  Through  all  the  financial  difficulties  and  em- 
barrassments which  oppressed  and  almost  threatened  to  over- 
whelm the  State  in  past  years,  the  people  of  Maryland  con- 
tinued to  give  their  support  and  sanction  to  an  undeviating 
perseverance  in  this  course  ;  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  an 
adherance  to  this  now  time-honored  policy,  will  still  meet 
with  their  cordial  approbation. 

The  number  of  manumissions  in  this  State  since  the  1st  of 
January,  1856,  as  reported  to  this  Board,  is  254,  of  which 
102  were  to  take  effect  immediately,  or  after  short  terms, 
which  have  already  expired,  and  152  prospectively.  The 
whole  number  of  manumissions  reported  since  the  21st  of 
March,  1832,  has  been  5,131,  of  which  1,941  were  rmmedi- 
ate,  and  3,190  were  conditional,  or  pros-pective.  The  amount 
drawn  by  the  State  Managers  from  the  Treasury  since  the 
1st  of  January.  1856,  and  disbursed  as  before  stated,  under 
their  supervision,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Mary- 
land State  Colonization  Society  for  the  object  designated  by 
the  General  Assembly,  has  been  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
Bespectfallv  Submitted. 

CHAELES  HOWAED, 
WILLIAM  F.  GILES, 
State  Colonization  Managers. 
M.AP.YLAyp  State  CoLo^^ZATIox  Office, 
Baltimore,  January  10th,  1858. 
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